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CFPUA 101 - Getting To Know Easements
The Cape Fear Public Utility Authority is responsible for miles of water and sewer lines throughout New Hanover County and the City of Wilmington.  Easements are the Authority’s way of accessing these lines for maintenance and repair. It is important that these easements remain identified, evaluated, and cleared of obstruction throughout the service area.  These obstructions can hinder access for maintenance crews resulting in interruption of service, cause system backups and overflows.  This work is necessary as part of the State regulations governing the operations of the system and to allow crews adequate room to work.  So what does this mean to someone who has an easement on their property?  
The following are answers to questions that you may have about easements.

Q:  I have an Easement shown on my Property survey. What does this mean for me? 
A: An easement is a portion of land that has been set-aside for a specific purpose. Easements give the CFPUA or other agencies the right to construct and maintain facilities within the designated areas. 

Q: Is it still my property? 
A: Yes, the easement is still your property. However, it does have restrictions and responsibilities for you as an owner or resident. 

Q: What can I do in this easement? 
A: You can use a utility easement for almost anything that you use your yard for. You can plant gardens and other shallow rooted landscaping or use this area as a walkway or driveway.  However, anything that is in the easement when a Utility has to perform maintenance on their facilities may have to be removed.   Upon any maintenance work in an easement the CFPUA will restore the site to its prior condition (or as close as possible), but will not replace items specifically prohibited in the CFPUA ordinance. (Our ordinance is available online at www.cfpua.org)

Q: What are the standard easement restrictions? 
A:  Don’t place anything in the easement that will make it difficult for CFPUA crews to access, maintain or replace the system.   Anything permanent must stay out of the easements.  This includes any construction materials, metals, lumber, berms, retaining walls, water bodies, rubbish, refuse, fences, structures, buildings or other obstructions. Trees are also not allowed as the roots can damage the lines that lie beneath them and restrict access. 

For additional information about easements or easement clearing,                          contact the CFPUA Operations Department at: 332-6412 or 332-6621 






















































